Hall. The attendance at the business meeting was over two hundred. Professor Sir James Learmontli opened a discussion on ' The Pathological Physiology of Peripheral Vascular Disease.' Sir James Learmonth : Given a normal heart, without any gross peripheral vascular abnormalities, the lesions producing peripheral vascular conditions may be divided into lesions of the afferent or arterial path, lesions of the afferent or venous path and lesions of the capillaries which alone were effective in the nutrition of the body-
The factor common to all these lesions is ischaemia, and the problems of peripheral vascular disease can ultimately be reduced to a consideration of how it is brought about and how it may be diminished. The degree of ischaemia depends upon the available blood supply, upon the metabolic requirements of different tissues, upon tlie rate ot development ot the occlusion and upon the duration of the occlusionPrognosis for nutrition depends almost entirely upon the ability of collateral vessels to return blood to the main arterial pathway, although the problem is somewhat different in the hand, in which the nutrition of muscles is all-important, from that in the foot, in which the nutrition of skin is the more important. Clinical'experience suggests that nature is an efticent workwoman if given time.
In arteriosclerosis the block is imposed by a process of thrombosis which is irreversible, and this is true also of the lesions of thromboangiitis obliterans, whereas in syphilis the block in the arterioles results from a leakage of plasma which leaves the red blood corpuscles stranded. 
